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Memorandum of Understanding 
among 

 
Cleveland Metroparks; 
Summit Metro Parks; 

Tinker’s Creek Watershed Partners; 
National Park Service, Cuyahoga Valley National Park; 

Geauga Park District; 
State of Ohio, Department of Natural Resources; 

State of Ohio, Natural Areas and Preserves – Scenic Rivers; 
Portage Park District; 

The Nature Conservancy; 
Western Reserve Land Conservancy; 

City of Akron, and; 
Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District 

 
ARTICLE I – BACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVES 
 
The purpose of this Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) is to reestablish and update the 
previous MOU by formalizing a cooperative framework necessary to effectively coordinate and 
manage non-native, invasive terrestrial and aquatic plant species (weeds) across jurisdictional 
boundaries on properties owned and managed by “Interested Parties” 1including: Cleveland 
Metroparks; Summit Metro Parks; Cuyahoga Valley National Park; State of Ohio, Department of 
Natural Resources; Geauga Park District; Portage Park District; The Nature Conservancy; 
Western Reserve Land Conservancy; City of Akron; Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District; as 
well as “Informal Participants”2 including Tinker’s Creek Watershed Partners within the 
Cuyahoga River Watershed. This document officially renews the relationship of the Crooked 
River Cooperative Weed Management Area (CWMA) organizations to work cooperatively to 
inventory, monitor, manage and prevent the spread of non-native, invasive plants within the 
Cuyahoga River Watershed (see Appendix A for map). It also creates a relationship among 
organizations to educate, train, and share information with agency staff and the general public; to 
provide information to aid policymaking decisions as they pertain to environmental interests; and 
to work cooperatively to obtain funding to address problems related to non-native, invasive 
plants within the Crooked River CWMA.  
 
The “Interested Parties” will be required to sign a signatory page, which shall be in the form of 
the template included in Appendix B, indicating they will voluntarily participate under the 

 
1“Interested Parties” include land managing organizations often with technical capacity for invasive plant 
management. 
2“Informal Participants” are entities who have a specific need for invasive plant management but may lack the 
technical expertise or resources for implementation. 
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applicable articles and guidelines described in this MOU. Various organizations or individuals 
may, at any time, choose to participate informally with the Crooked River CWMA. A template 
for “Informal Participants” is also included in Appendix B should an organization be added to 
the group as an Informal Participants.  
 
In addition, organizations or agents may enter into a Task Agreement to further cover and 
formalize specific tasks not contained within the MOU guidelines. These “Task Agents” could 
work directly with the CWMA Coordinator at The Nature Conservancy (TNC) to accomplish the 
task or enter into separate agreements between the concerned parties using non-CWMA Task 
Agreements. 
 
ARTICLE II – STATEMENT OF MUTUAL BENEFITS AND INTERESTS 
 
All signatories of this MOU have mutual interest in preventing the establishment and spread of 
invasive terrestrial and aquatic plant species and share the following common goals: 
 
A. EDUCATION - Increase public and staff awareness of invasive plants and best management 
practice(s). 
 
B. PREVENTION - Prevent the establishment of new invasive plant species and the spread of 
existing invasive species. 
 
C. CONTROL - Promote the effective, integrated management, or eradication, of priority 
invasive plant species. 
 
D. INFORMATION EXCHANGE - Share technical information regarding control methods, 
locations, new infestations, project success among parties and with other regional and local weed 
management areas and programs. 
 
E. COOPERATION - Facilitate development of cooperative agreements for local invasive plant 
management which include opportunities for shared funding sources; resources; materials, 
potentially including plant materials used to revegetate project areas; and personnel, including 
volunteers, expertise, equipment, etc. 
 
F. INVENTORY AND MONITORING – Cooperatively develop inventory and monitoring 
protocols across jurisdictional boundaries, and exchange data. 
 
ARTICLE III - AUTHORITY 
 
This MOU is neither a fiscal nor a funds obligation document. Any endeavor involving 
reimbursement or contribution of funds between the parties to this MOU will be handled in 
accordance with applicable laws, regulations, and procedures including those for government 
procurement and printing. Such endeavors will be outlined in separate agreements that shall be 
made in writing by representatives of the parties and shall be independently authorized by 
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appropriate statutory authority. This MOU does not provide such authority. Specifically, this 
MOU does not establish authority for noncompetitive award to the cooperator of any contract or 
other agreement. Any contract or agreement for training or other services must fully comply with 
all applicable requirements for competition. 
 
The legal authority for the National Park Service (NPS) to enter into this agreement is the 
National Park Service Organic Act (16 U.S.C. §§1-3), which grants general management 
authority for the NPS to enter into an MOU to document mutually agreed upon policies, 
procedures, objectives, and/or relationships of assistance that do not involve funding. 
 
ARTICLE IV – STATEMENT OF WORK 
 
This MOU will enhance the success of weed management programs of Interested Parties by 
performing these efforts on lands and waters across jurisdictional boundaries to reduce the extent 
and limit the spread of non-native, invasive plants. Additionally, this MOU will enhance the 
potential success of managing non-native, invasive plants in the region by encouraging the 
sharing of resources, information, expertise, and efforts on a willing and cooperative basis on 
both public and private lands. This MOU is not intended to establish legal authorities or 
mandates that do not currently exist. 
 
Undersigned parties (signatories) mutually agree to the following: 
 
A. To recognize the boundary of the Crooked River CWMA (Appendix A). 

 
B. To provide resources to each other in accordance with applicable legal authorities, which 

may include access to properties for weed surveys; sharing scientific and technical expertise; 
participating in management of invasive weeds; contributing staff/work time; sharing 
materials, potentially including plant materials used to revegetate project areas; and sharing 
other resources, such as maps, images, reports, surveys, and equipment.   

 
C. To provide opportunities to outside interest groups, private landowners, and the public for 

involvement in carrying out weed management on lands within the Crooked River CWMA. 
 
D. To utilize The Nature Conservancy as the primary fiscal administrator for any grants or 

financial support received for projects in the Crooked River CWMA.  
 
E. To maintain the CWMA Steering Committee to provide expertise and oversight to weed 

management activities within the Crooked River CWMA (see Appendix C for a summary of 
organization and responsibilities of the Steering Committee).   

 
F. To designate a key contact or representative from within the Interested Parties to serve on 

the Steering Committee. 
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G. To participate and/or cooperate in developing a Watershed Management Plan (WMP) for the 
management of invasive species within the Crooked River CWMA. 

 
H. To review this MOU and make revisions and updates as necessary to meet the purpose of 

this agreement. Amendments or revisions will become effective following approval by a 
quorum of Interested Parties.   

 
This MOU in no way restricts any of the Interested Parties from participating in similar activities 
with other public or private agencies, organizations, or individuals. 

 
ARTICLE V – TERM OF AGREEMENT 
 
This MOU will be effective for a period of five years from the date of latest revision. Individual 
signatories may remove themselves from the MOU at any time in accordance with the 
termination provisions of Article IX below. Upon or before expiration, this MOU may be subject 
to review and renewal at which time Interested Parties may execute a new MOU to continue 
cooperative management of non-native, invasive plants. 
 
ARTICLE VI – ADDITIONAL PARTIES TO THIS MOU 
 
Additional parties may be added and are encouraged to be added to this MOU at any time. All 
signatories will be notified of any additional party interested in joining the MOU and will be 
given 30 days after such notification to evaluate any conflict of interest (COI). If a COI is 
identified, any signatory may choose to withdraw from the MOU in accordance with the 
termination provisions of Article IX. If the signatory does not choose to withdraw, then the 
interested, additional party creating the conflict of interest may not be added to the MOU. 
 
ARTICLE VII – REPORTS AND/OR OTHER DELIVERABLES 
 
There are no reports and/or other deliverables associated with this MOU. 
 
ARTICLE VIII – PROPERTY UTILIZATION 

 
Any property purchased or otherwise obtained through cooperative efforts under this MOU will 
be utilized in accordance with the spirit of this document and independent requirements of the 
Interested Parties. A separate equipment sharing agreement will be created with the input of the 
Interested Parties and detail housing, maintenance, and transportation costs. This separate 
agreement will not be included with this MOU.  
 
ARTICLE IX – MODIFICATION AND TERMINATION 
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A. This MOU may be modified only by achieving approval from a quorum of all Interested 
Parties. Proposed changes to the MOU may be brought to the attention of the Steering 
Committee at any time and discussed during biannual meetings. 

 
B. Any Interested Party may terminate participation in this MOU by providing other 

Interested Parties with thirty (30) days advance written notice. In the event that one party 
provides others with notice of its intention to terminate, the parties will meet promptly to 
discuss the reasons for the notice and to try to resolve their differences.  

 
ARTICLE X – STANDARD CLAUSES 
 
A. Civil Rights.  During the performance of this MOU, the Interested Parties agree to abide 

by the terms of the U.S. Department of Interior – Civil Rights Assurance Certification, 
non-discrimination and will not discriminate against any person because of race, color, 
religion, sex, or national origin. The Interested Parties will take affirmative action to 
ensure that applicants are employed without regard to their race, color, sexual orientation, 
religion, disabilities, sex, age, or national origin. 
 

B. No Party shall use the name or logo of any other Party whether in connection with any 
press release or other communication related to this MOU or otherwise, except to the 
extent (if any) that such authority has been granted explicitly in writing by the Party 
whose name or logo is being used. 

 
C.   Public Information Release 
 

1. Public Information 
 

(a) Interested Parties will not publicize or otherwise circulate promotional material 
(such as advertisements, sales brochures, press releases, speeches, pictures, still and 
motion pictures, articles, manuscripts, or other publications) which states or implies 
Federal Government, Departmental, bureau, or Federal Government employee 
endorsement of a product, service, or position which any party represents. No release 
of information relating to this Agreement may state or imply that the Federal 
Government approves of the work product of an Interested Party or considers any 
Interested Party’s work product to be superior to other products or services.  

 
(b) Interested Parties will ensure that all information submitted for publication or 
other public releases of information regarding this MOU will carry the following 
disclaimer: 
“The views and conclusions contained in this document are those of the authors and 
should not be interpreted as representing the opinions or policies of the U.S. 
Government. Mention of trade names or commercial products does not constitute 
their endorsement by the U.S. Government.” 
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(c) Interested Parties will obtain prior NPS approval from Cuyahoga Valley National 
Park’s “Key Contact” for any public information release that refers to the Department 
of the Interior, any bureau or employee (by name or title), or to this MOU. The 
specific text, layout, photographs, etc., of the proposed release must be submitted to 
Cuyahoga Valley National Park’s “Key Contact”, who will forward such materials to 
the National Park’s public affairs office, along with the request for approval. 

 
2.  Publications of Results of Studies  

 
No party will unilaterally publish a joint publication without consulting all other parties. 
This restriction does not apply to popular publication of previously published technical 
matter. Publications pursuant to this MOU may be produced independently or in 
collaboration with others; however, in all cases proper credit will be given to the efforts of 
those parties contributing to the publication. In the event no agreement is reached 
concerning the manner of publication or interpretation of results, any party may publish 
data after due notice and submission of the proposed manuscripts to the other. In such 
instances, the party publishing the data will give due credit to the cooperator but assume 
full responsibility for any statements on which there is a difference of opinion. 

 
ARTICLE XI – SIGNATURES AND KEY OFFICIALS 
 
A separate sheet signed by the person authorized to enter into this MOU and designating the 
organization’s key contact is attached for each Interested Party and Informal Participant.  
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Signature Page for
Interested Party:

Memorandum of Understanding 
among 

Cleveland Metroparks; 
Summit Metro Parks; 

Tinker’s Creek Watershed Partners; 
National Park Service, Cuyahoga Valley National Park; 

Geauga Park District; 
State of Ohio, Department of Natural Resources- 

Natural Areas and Preserves – Scenic Rivers; 
Portage Park District; 

The Nature Conservancy; 
Western Reserve Land Conservancy; 

City of Akron, and; 
Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District

Signatory for Cuyahoga Valley National Park: 

__________________________________________________ 
Lisa Petit, Superintendent  

__ _______ 
Date 

Key Contact: 
Chris Davis 
Plant Ecologist 
Cuyahoga Valley National Park
15610 Vaughn Road 
Brecksville, OH 44141 
Phone: 330-342-0764 x5 
Fax: 330-657-2987 
E-mail: christopher_davis@nps.gov
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Signature Page for
Interested Party:

Memorandum of Understanding
among 

Cleveland Metroparks; 
Summit Metro Parks; 

Tinker’s Creek Watershed Partners; 
National Park Service, Cuyahoga Valley National Park; 

Geauga Park District; 
State of Ohio, Department of Natural Resources- 

Natural Areas and Preserves – Scenic Rivers; 
Portage Park District; 

The Nature Conservancy; 
Western Reserve Land Conservancy; 

City of Akron, and; 
Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District

Signatory for The Nature Conservancy: 

__________________________________________________ ________________________ 
Bill Stanley, State Director, Ohio     Date

Key Contact: 
Emily Finch
Crooked River CWMA Coordinator 
The Nature Conservancy
6375 Riverside Dr., Suite 100 
Dublin, OH 43017 
Phone: 630-484-4251 
E-mail: emily.finch@TNC.org

9/6/2022
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Signature Page for
Interested Party:

Memorandum of Understanding
among

Cleveland Metroparks;
Summit Metro Parks;

Watershed Partners;
National Park Service, Cuyahoga Valley National Park;

Geauga Park District;
State of Ohio, Department of Natural Resources-

Natural Areas and Preserves Scenic Rivers;
Portage Park District;

The Nature Conservancy;
Western Reserve Land Conservancy;

City of Akron, and;
Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District

Signatory for Western Reserve Land Conservancy:

__________________________________________________ ________________________
Rich Cochran, President, Chief Executive Officer Date

Key Contact:
Dale Dunford
Property Manager
Western Reserve Land Conservancy
3850 Chagrin River Road
Moreland Hills, OH 44022
Phone: 440-813-4896
E-mail: ddunford@wrlandconservancy.org
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Signature Page for
Informal Participant: 

Memorandum of Understanding
among 

Cleveland Metroparks; 
Summit Metro Parks; 

Tinker’s Creek Watershed Partners; 
National Park Service, Cuyahoga Valley National Park; 

Geauga Park District; 
State of Ohio, Department of Natural Resources- 

Natural Areas and Preserves – Scenic Rivers; 
Portage Park District; 

The Nature Conservancy; 
Western Reserve Land Conservancy; 

City of Akron, and; 
Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District

Signatory for Tinker’s Creek Watershed Partners: 

__ _________ Date __________________________________________________ 
, Executive Director  

Key Contact: 

Executive Director 
P.O. Box 444 
Twinsburg, OH 44087 
Phone: 330-963-6   
E-mail: @tinkerscreek.org
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APPENDIX A 
Boundary Map of Crooked River Cooperative Weed Management Area (map courtesy of the 
Cuyahoga River Restoration). 
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APPENDIX B 
Signature Page for 
Interested Party: 

Memorandum of Understanding 
 among 

Cleveland Metroparks; 
Summit Metro Parks; 

Tinker’s Creek Watershed Partners; 
National Park Service, Cuyahoga Valley National Park; 

Geauga Park District; 
State of Ohio, Department of Natural Resources- 

Natural Areas and Preserves – Scenic Rivers; 
Portage Park District; 

The Nature Conservancy; 
Western Reserve Land Conservancy; 

City of Akron, and; 
Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District 

 
 
 
 
Signatory for _______________________________________________________________: 
 
 
__________________________________________________ ______________________ 
Name and Title       Date 
 
 
Key Contact: 
 
Name: ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Title: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Fax: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
E-mail: _____________________________________________________________________ 
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Signature Page for 
Informal Participant: 

Memorandum of Understanding 
 among 

Cleveland Metroparks; 
Summit Metro Parks; 

Tinker’s Creek Watershed Partners; 
National Park Service, Cuyahoga Valley National Park; 

Geauga Park District; 
State of Ohio, Department of Natural Resources- 

Natural Areas and Preserves – Scenic Rivers; 
Portage Park District; 

The Nature Conservancy; 
Western Reserve Land Conservancy; 

City of Akron, and; 
Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District 

 
 
 
 
 
Signatory for _______________________________________________________________: 
 
 
__________________________________________________ ______________________ 
Name and Title       Date 
 
 
Key Contact: 
 
Name: ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Title: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Fax: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
E-mail: ____________________________________________________________________
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APPENDIX C 
STEERING COMMITTEE  

ORGANIZATION 
 
The Steering Committee will: 
 
A. Consist of a chairperson, vice-chairperson, and general Steering Committee representatives 

(representatives). 
 

B. At the time of revision, the CWMA Coordinator will appoint chairperson and vice-
chairperson. 

 
C. Nominate subsequent Steering Committee representatives. Intervals of such appointments 

shall be at the discretion of the Steering Committee. 
 
D. Consist of a general representative from the Interested Parties. The representatives will be 

selected on a three-year basis.  
 
E. Make themselves available at mutually agreeable times for continuing consultation to discuss 

the conditions covered by this MOU.  Representatives will participate in at least two 
meetings annually, to coordinate weed management activities. 

 
F. Share pertinent information, encourage, and promote cooperation, and keep communication 

open and frequent so all representatives are informed on the status of issues that may affect 
working relationships. 

 
G. Operate by consensus with a commitment to cooperation across jurisdictional boundaries. 
 

STEERING COMMITTEE  
RESPONSIBILITIES 

 
The Steering Committee will conduct activities including but not limited to: 

 
A. Delineating the CWMA area boundary. 

 
B. Convening meetings as necessary. 

 
C. Developing an overall Watershed Management Plan for the purpose of invasive species 

monitoring and control. Providing subsequent recommendations to the parties of this 
MOU for potential modifications to that plan. 

 
D. Maintaining records of accomplishments. 

 
E. Developing public relations, education, and training initiatives. 
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F. Actively seeking cooperators, volunteers, and alternate funding sources critical to the 

management success of the CWMA. 
 

G. Providing to the parties of this MOU an annual update of cooperative accomplishments at 
Steering Committee meetings.  
 

H. Encouraging cooperative relationships and active participation by private landowners, 
visitors, state and local governments and community organizations. 

 
I. Reviewing, revising, and updating this MOU, as necessary.   

 
J. Further defining specific Steering Committee Responsibilities in the approved Watershed 

Management Plan, as appropriate. 
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